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Welcome

Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge, established in 1937,
consists of 61,500 acres of wetland and upland habitats
located in northwestern Minnesota. The refuge lies in the
aspen parkland transition zone between the boreal forest
to the north and east and the tallgrass prairie to the south
and west. Twenty-six wetland impoundments that range
in size from 30 to 9,000 acres provide a variety of habitats
for both nesting and migrating birds. Additionally, two
natural lakes lie within 4,000 acres of black spruce-
tamarack bog that has been designated as “Wilderness”
by the National Wilderness Preservation System. Other
habitats include oak- and aspen-dominated woodlands,
willow-dominated shrublands, and limited grassland
areas. The refuge is located within the Mississippi Flyway
and is one of over 540 refuges in the National Wildlife
Refuge System.

The refuge has been designated a Globally Important
Bird Area for its efforts to conserve wild birds and their
habitats. The best opportunities for bird observation are
spring, summer, and fall.

Canada geese typically lead the northward flight of
waterfowl in late March and are followed shortly
thereafter by mallards, northern pintails, and a variety
of diving duck species. Impressive flocks of phalaropes,
sandpipers, and plovers buzz mudflats during late spring
amid the constant din of up to 40,000 pairs of Franklin’s
gulls that are establishing colonies in isolated emergent
marsh areas.

Breeding vocalizations of numerous sparrow species
interrupt the early morning quiet in June. Several
thousand stately American white pelicans can be seen
foraging on various impoundments, and a true natural
resources success story can be witnessed by nesting bald
eagles, which returned to Agassiz in 1992. July mornings
showcase numerous squadrons of ducklings scattered

along shorelines and areas of emergent vegetation, as well

as a patchwork of molting waterfowl in open water areas.

Not long after the mass of fall migrating shorebirds have
filled up on protein-rich invertebrates and headed to more
southerly locations, Agassiz is invaded with a variety of
south-bound waterfowl. As many as 75,000 ducks, 15,000
geese, and 1,500 greater sandhill cranes use the refuge as
a migratory stopover site. In late fall once the marshes
have frozen solid and fields are snow-filled, resident

birds search for food and winter cover along with winter
migrants, including rough-legged hawks, snow buntings,
and an occasional snowy owl.

Checklist

The following checklist includes 298 species which have
been observed, and 137 species that nest, or have nested,
at Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge. This list is arranged
in taxonomic order. All species names are in accordance
with the American Ornithologists’ Union, 1998, Checklist
of North American Birds. 7th ed. Am. Ornithol. Union,
Washington, D.C. Five species on the list are not native to
North America. They include the European starling, gray
partridge, house sparrow, ring-necked pheasant, and rock
pigeon. Visiting birders are encouraged to share their
rare or unusual sightings with refuge staff!

Legend

Because many birds are migratory, their occurrence
and relative abundance are divided into four periods as
follows:

SPevererereeeerenereneens Spring (March-May)

S Summer (June-July)

Foeeeeen, Fall (August-November)

W oaeeeeeeeeeeeeene Winter (December-February)

c.... Common......... Likely to be seen or heard in suitable
habitat.

u... Uncommon .... Present, but may not be seen or heard.

0.... Occasional....... May or may not be present in any one
year, regardless of how difficult to find.

r... Rare................ Has occurred at least once, and may or
may not be expected to occur again.
Includes casual and accidental species.

1.... Irregular........ Abundance varies dramatically from
one year to the next.

L IO Nesting record (includes species which
may have only nested once or nest
irregularly)

2 State threatened or endangered
species




Common Name Sp S F w
Swans, Geese, and Ducks

Greater White-fronted Goose.....U.....cccvven.... 0

SNOW GOO0SE ...veeveeeerereerrerreeeresenes Uererennns 0 e c
Ross’s GOOSE....ccveeereererrereeerenene ) VR r
Brant ... e r
Cackling GOOSE .....ceveververereererennnes 10 BTSN ¢
Canada GO0Se® ....ccevurvrvrreuerenennes [ Covorenen c
Trumpeter Swane®# .........cceeuee.. 0 ceeneeees 0 eoene 0
Tundra SWan .......cceceeeeeeeeeeveeennens Coreerers By....... c
Wood Ducke® ......ccoeeeereeeecrrennenen. Ueerees u...... u
Gadwalle .......coeveveneierenerieeennene [, Ceverenne c
Eurasian Wigeon........ccoceevveeennnne r
American Wigeone............ceueuue... [ Covorenen c
American Black Ducke................ 1 0 ... u
Mallard® ......ceeevevreieeeececeeenne Coreerers [ c
Blue-winged Teale...........cccueuuu... Coreerers [ c
Cinnamon Teal.......ccccccverreverrennene r

Northern Shovelere...................... [ [ c
Northern Pintaile ..............c.......... Corernen 1 c
Green-winged Teale ..................... [ Covorenen c
Canvasback® ......ccceeevervevreceerenee Coreerers [ u
Redheads® .......ccoveeerecenerererenee Coreerers [ c
Ring-necked Ducke...................... C oo Ceverenne c
Greater Scaup ......ccceeeeeevererreennnns 10 TR u
Lesser Scaup® .....ccceceeeeeeererverennnes Corernen 1 c

SUTT SCOLET ..evenreeerereeereteeeete e e r
White-winged Scoter.................... ) T A 0
Long-tailed Duck.......cccceevevueuneeee. ) R r
Bufflehead® .......cocoevvvvevecvvenennne Coveennn U...... u
Common Goldeneye-.................... [ 0 eoueee c
Hooded Mergansere .................... € 1 u
Common Merganser ............c....... 10 SR 0 eoene u
Red-breasted Merganser ............ 0

Ruddy Ducke® .....coeeveereerererenee Coreerers [ c
Gallinaceous Birds

Gray Partridge® ......ccceveevvevvennne o S 0 ereene 0 eevenes 0
Ring-necked Pheasant................. ) QRS ) U ) QU r
Ruffed Grouse®......ccceceevvevverennene. [, (- Corerenns d
Sharp-tailed Grousee................... U 10 1) u
Greater Prairie-Chicken.............. ) S, I........ ) G r
Wild TUTKEY ...coveereeeeieteeeestreseetee e bene e e ve e nees r
Loons

Common Loone .......ccceeeveeeeneee 0 veereenes 0 eoune 0

Common Name Sp S F W
Grebes
Pied-billed Grebee ...........oueu.n.... Coverrenns Coverrene c
Horned Grebee #.......coveeveeeenne. 1 IO 0 ... u
Red-necked Grebee ..................... [ Covrenne c
Eared Grebee ........eveevveenenen. 1 B 10 R 0
Western Grebee®........ooeveeeeeenenne 10 B 10 R u
Clark’s Grebe......ceeeeeeevcveeveennen. 0 e ) r
Pelicans
American White Pelican............... Corvvrrenns Coveenee c
Cormorants
Double-crested Cormorante....... [ Coveenens Id

Herons and Bitterns

American Bitterne ..., c
Least Bitterne .....cevveveevvenennn. u
Great Blue Herone..........cuuee.e.. c
Great Egrete... e, 0
Snowy Egrete .....ccovveeeeveenennes 0
Little Blue Heron...........c.uuuu...... r
Tricolored Heron.........ceeueeuene... r
Cattle Egret.....ccvvevevevvencnieenenn, r
Green Heron® .......eeeeevveeveeneennn. u
Black-crowned Night-Herone ....c

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron........

Ibises

White-faced IDbis ....cooevvevvrevecnrenn.

Vultures
Turkey Vulture........ccceceveeevervennene 0

Osprey, Kites, Hawks, and Eagles
OSPLEY ..eeveuemeerrererererereererereneneeneas 0
Mississippi Kite ....occceevveeverereenennne
Bald Eaglee # ...Federally delisted 2007
Northern Harriere...........cuu.n.....
Sharp-shinned Hawke .................
Cooper’s Hawk® .......ccceeveeeerenennne
Northern Goshawke ....................
Red-shouldered Hawk..................
Broad-winged Hawke ..................
Swainson’s HawkK........cceceeveeencnes
Red-tailed Hawke ........cccccceueuneee.
Ferruginous Hawk ..........ccceuuue.e.
Rough-legged Hawk ....................
Golden Eagle......cccoerureeeecennees
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Common Name Sp S F W Common Name Sp ) F W

Falcons Avocets
American Kestrele ...........c.c........ 1V Cevennne u American Avocet® ........ccceveennen. 10 R 0 .o 0
Merlin...cocveeereereereeeeeesenenenenennens 0 eeerenes 0 eoune u
Gyrfalqon ............................. s | QT A ) QU 0 Sandpipers and Phalaropes
Peregrine Falcon# ey desalii ........ O.....u Spotted Sandpipers ........cccco...... Courrrrnns CverennnC
Prairie Falcon........cccccoveeeevevenennne T oeeeeereteiennene r Solitary Sandpiper ... U] 0 o, u
Greater Yellowlegs .......ccceeerurenene 10 R 0. u
Rails WILLEL .ttt 0 ceverenns 0 .eeee. 0
Yellow Raile.......ccoeeereeerereennnne. U U ... 0 Lesser Yellowlegs ......ccccoceveverunee. € ... c
King Rail#....ccooveeveeirreceeenne r Upland Sandpiper ........ccceeveveueee. 0 eeerennn 0
Virginia Raile® ......cccovvvnreeenenee [ U ... c Whimbrele........ccccevevevennnrnreenenes r
INT0) = K TSROSO Corerrrens Coverenne c Hudsonian Godwit.........cccceueunuee. 1) USRI 0
Common Moorhen...........ccceueueee. ) G . - r Marbled Godwit.........cceceeeerueuenene. [ [T 0
American Coot® .....ccoeeveveuerrereence [ Covereene c Ruddy Turnstones® .......ccceoeueueeee. 10 IS u
Red Knot .....c.ccoevvevenveninreeenenes 0 cueereeestenennene 0
Cranes Sanderling R — 0 veerennn ) O u
Sandhill Cranes® .........cccoceeeevernnnee [ Covnrenn.C Semipalmated Sandpiper .......... Coveneene - R
Western Sandpiper.........ccceeuennne. r
Plovers Least Sandpiper ......c.coeeeeerenenees C oo U .. c
Black-bellied Plover..................... 1O WO 0....1U gﬁﬂﬁ;gﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁndp PO v E """" g """" 11;
American Golden-Plover ............. 1O SO Fo...oll Pectoral Sandplperc """"" n ¢
gnowy %Dlover(;l ST r Dunlin.....eeeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeenenens u ...... 0 u
emipalmated Plover................... U u....u : L m—
Piping Plover e By Tretared. .1 .o v Stilt Sandpiper......ccoceeeeerereereeenss O e 0 .o u
Killdeere ......ccovveeneecenrenereeenene Coavevernes Coverenne c

Yellow Warbler;, Ivars Kraft American Bittrn, ©Steve Maxson



Common Name Sp S F W Common Name Sp S F W

Buff-breasted Sandpiper-............. ) QR U 0 Swifts
RUff..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee r Chimney SWift .......coceveveeeverevenenes 0 v 0
Short-billed Dowitcher ................ Uoeeene U..... 0
Long-billed Dowitcher-................. 10 SR u Hummingbirds
Xﬁseg?czns%ggéggék"; """""""""" 101 """"" g """" 101 Ruby-throated Hummingbirdei ...u........ u....u
Wilson’s Phalarope® # ................. Uoeeene U....... u Kingfishers
Red-necked Phalarope.................0 .........0 .......
ed-necke alarope 0 0 b Belted Kingfisherse...........ccccueun.e. 1 ER U..... u

Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns
Franklin’s Gulle .......cccceceveverenenee. Coerrens Coverne u Woodpeckers
Little Gull oo r Red-headed Woodpecker............. 0 cerere 0o 0
Bonaparte’s Gull........cccooveerernreeee. 1D B ) S Red-bellied Woodpecker.............. r
Ring-billed Gull....rrssssocereerrerrnee P U Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-........... LIS PR
California Gull e r Doyvny Woodpeckers ................... [ (CRI Covenn ¢
Herring Gull........cceveevvereerrnrnnnne. 10 DO u Hairy Woodpecker® .................... Corenend  [RERRRER ¢
Sabine’s Gull.........coceevververrerrerenen. - r Black-backed Woodpecker......... Foereened - R o
ROSS'S GUIl oo r Northern Flickere ....................... I (CRI ¢
Least Tl oo r Pileated Woodpeckere ................. Uoeeene U..... 1V u
Black Terne ......ooeeeeceeeeceeenene Coreerens (R c
Caspian Tern.......cccceeeeeeeveeverenennne. 0 veeeees L. 0 Flycatchers
Common Tern# .......cccceveeerveveenenns 0 ceveeenreneenenens 0 Olive-sided Flycatcher................. Uererenens 0. u
Forster’s Terne........cccceveveeeerenenene. [ (R ¢ Eastern Wood-Pewee-................. [ [ c
Long-tailed Jagger ........ccceuveveererecenrrecesesennns r Yellow-bellied Flycatcher............ I L. 0

Alder Flycatchere ............cceunee. U U....... u
Pigeons and Doves Willow Flycatcher .............cucu.u..... 0 ceveens 0 e 0
Rock Pigeon® .......c.coceeeveeeveveuenrnns A 1V BN S 0 Least Flycatchers ........cceweweeee € areneng ¢
M 00 DOVE® oo e @ e Eastern Phoebee-............uuuen... 10 B Coverenns u

puriing Lave ¢ ¢ ¢ g Great Crested Flycatchere ......... 1V IR (CRIT 0

Cuckoos Western Kingbird.........cccceeuenneee. 0 ceeere L. 0

Eastern Kingbirde ..........cccceceeeer. C cueeeCuee.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo ©.........c..e..... 0 ceeeres 0 eeeeee r astern Bingbir ¢ ¢ ¢
Black-billed Cuckooei.................. Uoeeene U..... u ]

Shrikes

Loggerhead Shrike .........ccccuc.... r
g‘;vslfern Sereech-Owl . Northern Shrikee # i.................. 11 I 0 e u
Great Horned Owle...................... Coreerens (R Corvrenns d Vireos
S OWL (1) ceevereeereeeereereeereeens O eveveererseeeness U evenees
Novthern Hawh Gl 1770 e Yellow-throated Vireo* ......... e
Barred OWl .....c.cceveeveereeeceerennnnnn 0 rerreraes 0.oereaO e 0 Blue-headed VIreo ........ccceeeesve. P u
Great Gray OWl i ......coeveevvevrnenne. Lo Toonn. 0 v ) Warbling Vireos ... Coveenens Coveone u
Long-eared OWl .....oooooooooocovreeeeen 0ol N o Phlladelphla Vireo ...ooeeeveecennee 11 R u
Short-eared OWl®i.........ovvvveenee. U, 15 WO S IO 0 Red-eyed VIreos .............ccccvveeee € oveeeeend |
Boreal OWl & ....ccveevevveeeeniiceiennns T ceveeeersneneeresseeesennens r
Northern Saw-whet Owle ........... Ueerenrens 0o 0 veverees r Jays, Magpies, and Crows

Gray Jay® .eeeceeeeeeeeeeveennens | L. 0 veveres 0
Nightjars Blue Jay’..............: ........................ [ (CRI Corvennnn u
Common Nighthawk® ................ — - . u Black'-bllled Magpie® ...ccceveeuruenne Ueeneeene U....... U u
Whip-POOT-Will® veeeeeerveeeeererreesern — - . o American Crow®......ccceeeeeeveveenene [ Covrene I u

Common Ravene ..........ccecueunee. 11 B U..... 1V ¢



Common Name Sp S F w

Savanna Sparrow,

Larks ©Steve Maxson
Horned Lark®t ..eeeeeeeeveveeeneenns 1 I 10 I 1) I 0
Swallows

Purple Martine .......cccccecvrurerunnnnee Ueeeeeene U..... u

Tree Swallow e ......ccoeeveeeeeeenenen. [ Coverenne c
Northern Rough-winged Swallow u ......... 0 o u

Bank Swallow.......cooevveevevrenvennennen. 1 I 0 ... u

CLff SWallow® ....veeveeeveveviveereennes Corverrenns [ I

Barn Swallowe ......coeveevveecreennnnen. Corverrenns [ d
Chickadees

Black-capped Chickadees- ........... [ Ceverene C s ¢
Boreal Chickadee ...........ccueeue.... 0 ereenns 0...... [ o}
Nuthatches

Red-breasted Nuthatch............... 1 I 1 I 10 IS o}
White-breasted Nuthatche ......... [ Cornne Coreerens d
Creepers

Brown Creeper.......ccccevvereruennnee | 0 .o 1 R r
Wrens

House Wrene .......eveveeeveneennen. Coreernees Coveenne c
Winter Wren.......oveeeeevecveennenn. O eeerrens ) T 0
Sedge Wrene........oeeeeevereereennnns Coverrnens Cevrrene c
Marsh Wrene .......oveeveeenennen. [ Coveenens c
Kinglets

Golden-crowned Kinglete ........... Courerene U....... ¢
Ruby-crowned Kinglete .............. Corerene U....... ¢
Bluehirds and Thrushes

Eastern Bluebirde ............o....... 1 B 1 B u
Mountain Bluebird....................... 0

VEEIY® .ot 10 R Covrrne u
Gray-cheeked Thrush.................. 1) S u
Swainson’s Thrush .......ccceeeveenee. 1 RS UR, u
Hermit Thrush.......eeeeeenne. 10 U RO, u

Wood Thrush......ceeeeeeeeereereennee. 0 eeerrees 0

American Robine........cccvveueeenene [ Coveenens [ 0
Varied Thrush ...t r
Mimics

Gray Catbirde®......cccoeceeveceerenennne. C oo Covrrene ¢
Northern Mockingbird................. 0

Sage Thrasher .......ccccevevevervenennne. r

Brown Thrasherse ... |0 S U....... u




Common Name Sp S F W Common Name Sp S F W

Starlings Sparrows
European Starlingse ..................... 1V U...... 1V I 0 Eastern Towhee.......ccccoeveeveuenenee. 0 ceveeres 0o 0
American Tree Sparrow .............. Caveerrenrtneenenes Coreens 0
Pipits Chipping Sparrowe ..........c.ccceeueee. [ Covrrnen ¢
American Pipit.....cocoovrerrrerreennns [0 u Clay-colored Sparrows ............... €oveeeee} |
Sprague’s Pipit # coovveevveeveeeeeeeeee. roil - 51eld S}éarrow ............................... ) RO r
ESPEr SPATTOW® ....cueeereerrerrerenens 11 S u..... u
Waxwi Lark Bunting 2.....cccceeceveveeeevenenene 0 veeeenen r
axwings . Savannah Sparrowse .........c........ 1) Covernne u
Bohemian Waxwing (i) ......ccc....... 0 vereeeeteneneeene 0 cevreene 0 Grasshopper Sparrow o -
Cedar Waxwing ® (i).......cceevereenenes [ Coverene ¢ Le Conte’s Sparrow'zuu ....... u
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrowe u........ U..... 0
Wood Warblers Fox Sparrow........cceeeeeeeeeceereennnns 10 SR u
Golden-winged Warbler-............... o SRS 0 Song SParrow® ........eeeeeverereenes [ Covrrne c
Tennessee Warbler .............c.cc..... Coarrererereneneneaes c Lincoln’s Sparrow .........ceeeeeeeee. 10 SRR u
Orange-crowned Warbler-............ 10 R SO u Swamp Sparrow® ........cceeeeeeeeeneees [ Covernns c
Nashville Warblere ..............c....... (- U...... c White-throated Sparrowe ........... [ (. c
Northern Parula........cccoeveueueuenene. 0 evvnraennenene 0 Harris’s Sparrow.......cececeeeeeenenes 10 SRR u
Yellow Warblere........cccoveeenence. [ Covorenen c White-crowned Sparrow.............. 10 RN u
Chestnut-sided Warblere ............ U U...... u Dark-eyed Junco ........ccceceevevenenee. [ Covenens 0
Magnolia Warbler...........cccccceeueen. 10 RS u Lapland Longspur i ......cceeeeeeeeee. 10 SRR [ 0
Cape May Warbler ...........ccccue.e... 10 S S u Smith’s Longspur......ccoceeveveeereeerereneenererieneneeene 0
Black-throated Blue Warbler......0 .......cceeuc.c... 0 Snow Bunting ¢ ....c.ceceeeeeecennees 10 SR 1 u
Yellow-rumped Warbler............... € 1 c
Black-throgted Green Warbler...u......... 0 coueee u Grosheaks and Buntings
Blackburnian Warblers ............. Weeeseee] | u Northern Cardinal ....................... ) GOSN ) I r
Yellow-throated Warbler............ r Rose-breasted Grosbeake. ........... Covrrenes Covrnene u
Pine Warbler .......ccoovevevrvevenunnence. 0 cvereeertenennene 0 Tndigo BUNHNG..ovvrrerreeeeeereerreee _— - u
Palm Warbler .......coceeevrvevenunnence. Coveernereentenenns c Dickeissel i r .
Bay-breasted Warbler ................. 10 SRS u o T mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm——————
Blackpoll Warbler...........cccceuuee.. 10 IR u . )
Black-and-white Warbler ............ 1 R u.....u Blackbirds and Orioles
American Redstart® ... ol . c Bobohpk L J RT—— 1) B 1) u
Prothonotary Warbler ................. r Red-winged Blackbirds................ Corererens Coverene ¢
OVENDbIrd® ......ceeveevereerrrereererenaenans [ u.......C Western Meadowlarks................ Ueeneene 1 S
Northern Waterthrush ................ Uevernes 0....U Yellow-headed Blackbirds........... SERRR < ¢
Connecticut Warblers ................ 0l . r Rusty B"lackblrd.. ........................... [ c
Mourning Warbler...........cceeeeee.. Uerrorens 0...U Brewer’s Blackbirds .................. Ueoeeeeee] -
Common Yellowthroat® ............... el . c Common Grackle® R — Correrrenes Coverenne ¢
Wilson’s Warbler..........cceeeeverunee. 10 IR u Brown-headed Cowbird® ... Coroonenr] Y
Canada Warbler.......cceeeeeveevenee. 10 DO u Orchard Oriole .........oovvvvvvvvvvennnnnnes Lol g
Baltimore Oriolese.......cccocevrurueneece. Coverene U c
Tanagers .
Scarlet Tanager ..........coeeeevvenee. 1 IO 0....1 Finches )
Western TANAger ......eeeeeeeeeeeee — r Pine Grqsbeak T reereeereeeeerreenesnenens 10 SRS 0 teveeens u
Purple Finche .......cooevvecirennene 1) IS 0 eeuene Ueeeennns 0
House Finch ..c.oeceeeeveenvcnennnnenene. U U....... 0 eeveenes r
Red Crossbill ...ceceveveeeveeeeeeneennes 0 ceeveeeerasneneaens 0 cevenns 0
White-winged Crossbill ............... 0 veererereneranens 0 veveeeas 0
Common Redpoll i.......cceueueueueee. 11 U ¢
Hoary Redpoll 7 .....ccceeeveereruenenene 0 teeeerenennereaesseeenenenes 0



Common Name F W

Pine SisKin 2 ...ccceeeveereeveeeeceeeveec e U e U eeerns ¢
American Goldfinche1.................. Corererens Coverne Corveens 0
Evening Grosbeak..........cccceueue... 0 reeueeerennnenene 0 ceveuens 0
0ld World Sparrows

House Sparrowe ........ceceeeeveeenenes 11 u.... 11 u

Field Notes

Birds Observed/Heard & Location on Refuge

Date
Time
Observers
Weather
L]
iy -
Redhead pair; e L Thanks to Kim Eckert, Jeanie Joppru and Peder Svingen for

©Steve Maxson iy their assistance in compiling this bird checklist information.




